	Listening - Part IV: Short Talks 

	Directions: In this part of the test, you will hear several short talks. Each will be spoken just one time. You will read two or more questions about each short talk. The questions will be followed by four answers. You are to choose the best answer to each question. 


1.

Our sales in Korea and Japan are down 20% this year, but they have risen in Europe and America by 15%. We are developing two new products. The first is our new cell phone model, with a larger color screen. We think this new product will sell well in Japan. The second is our new laptop computer model. It is much faster than the current model. Also, it has a very attractive new design. We think this product should do well in Japan and America.

(1) How are the company’s sales this year?

(a) Down in Japan but up in Korea.

(b) Down in Korea but up in Japan.

(c) Down in Asia but up in the West.

(d) Down in the West but up in the Asian rim.
 (2) What is the company developing?


(a) Two high-tech cell phones.


(b) Two high-tech notebook computers.


(c) Two new commodities.


(d) A new cell phone and a new laptop.
(3) What have they improved in their laptop model?


(a) It’s esthetically improved.


(b) It has a larger color screen.


(c) It’s a slimmer design.


(d) It’s cheaper and faster.

Correct Answer: C, D, A
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2. 

The Pusan Film Festival this year will be showcasing a selection of films from Southeast Asia, including Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. The organizers expect this will appeal to an international audience. Several stars will make appearances, including Baek Yun-shick, Jeon Ji-hyun, and Wesley Snipes. The event committee anticipates large crowds and recommends you buy tickets in advance. The main attraction will be the controversial “The President’s Last Bang,” which will be introduced by director Im Sang-su.

(1) What is the regional theme of this year’s festival?


(a) Controversial Korean movies.


(b) Wesley Snipes movies.


(c) Southeast Asian movies.


(d) Malaysian and Thai movies.
(2) What do the festival organizers think about the crowd?

(a) Tickets won’t sell well.

(b) Tickets haven’t sold well.

(c) Many people will attend.


(d) Baek Yun-shick will speak.
(3) What will the main attraction of the festival be?

(a) The appearance of Baek Yun-shick and Jeon Ji-hyun

(b) A talk by Im Sang-su about his latest movie.

(c) A controversial Vietnamese movie

(d) The showing of “The President’s Last Bang”

Correct Answer: C, C, D
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3. The popular super-mini camera, with its weatherproof design, smooth contours and specially-created lens barrier, is back in 3 iridescent colors - Lagoon Blue, Enamel Black and Champagne. 5.0 million pixels mean that your images will be crisp and you can take advantage of 14 scene programs and editing functions such as fish-eye and soft-focus to get fun, personalized shots. View your results clearly on the 4.6cm bright and clear LCD, rain or shine. Available in stores from March 2005.

1. What colors is the camera available in?

(a) Lagoon blue, Caramel Black, and Campaign White.

(b) Blue, Black, and Champagne.

(c) Iridescent Blue, Lagoon Black, and Orange.

(d) It is available in 14 colors.

Correct Answer: b

2. What does the company believe the editing functions will provide?

(a) Clear results.

(b) Crisp images.

(c) Fun, personalized shots.

(d) 14 Scene Programs.

Correct Answer: c

3. When can the model be bought?

(a) From May 2005
(b) Before March 2005
(c) After March 2005
(d) From March 2005.

Correct Answer: d

Developer’s Name: Christopher Teggatz
Grammar: idioms, confusing words
Categorization: indoor
4. Teaching Position. University of Smallburg. Seeking a PhD qualified lecturer for the Department of East Asian Studies. Area of expertise should be in the role of East Asia in the globalized world; Korea – language, politics, and history; and the Chinese economy. There will be about 8-10 contact hours per week. Salary will range between $40,000 and $52,000, depending on research fields and experience. Candidates should send a resume and covering letter to the Dean by post or e-mail. skjones@eas.smallburg.edu 

Prof. S. K. Jones, Dept. of East Asian Studies, University of Smallburg, Smallburg, OH32862

1. What should candidates send to the Dean?

(a) A resume with a cover.

(b) A covering letter and a resume

(c) A letter and an e-mail

(d) A PhD certificate

Correct answer: b

2. What is the salary for the job position?

(a) $40,000

(b) $52,000

(c) $46,000

(d) $40-52,000

Correct Answer: d

3. What areas of expertise should the applicant have in Korean studies?

(a) Knowledge of Literature and Language

(b) Knowledge of Politics, Literature, and Language

(c) Knowledge of Politics, History and Language

(d) Knowledge of History, Literature, and Language

Correct Answer: c
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5. Xían, one of six ancient capitals in China, is situated in the central part of the country, between the Weihe River in the north and the Qinling mountains in the south. Surrounded by the largest and most complete ancient wall in China, Xían is the capital of Shaanxi Province and provides a perfect base from which to explore ancient China.

Evidence of human activity here dates back to 4000 BC. But it was not until the rule of the Qin Dynasty, which came to power in 221 BC, that the city truly established its importance.

Rich in history and culture, this region of China is a treasure-trove of palaces, ancient city walls, temples, and tombs – the most remarkable of which are the world famous Terracotta Warriors in the Tomb of Emperor Qin Shihuang – the Eighth Wonder of the World.
1. Where is Xian situated in China?

(a) In the centre

(b) In the North

(c) In the South

(d) In the Qinling Mountains

Correct Answer: a

2. When did the city become important?

(a) 4000BC

(b) In 221 BC

(c) Before the rule of the Qin Dynasty

(d) It was never important

Correct Answer: b

3.What is the city rich in?

(a) Art and temples

(b) Walls and tombs

(c) Palaces and tombs

(d) History and Culture

Correct Answer: d
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6. Nico-magic 2mg gum is for the relief of nicotine withdrawal symptoms as an aid for giving up smoking. Please read the enclosed directions carefully before starting to use the product. General indications: 2 pieces of gum per hour. Do not use if you are pregnant or breastfeeding. Not for sale to persons under age 18. Keep out of reach of children. Do not store above 25C. 
(1) What is the gum used for?
A. Pregnancy
B. Breastfeeding
C. Nicotine withdrawal
D. Cancer
(2) How should you use the gum?
A. One piece every hour
B. Two pieces every hour
C. One piece every two hours
D. Two pieces every two hours
(3) Who should not take the gum?
A. Smokers
B. Pregnant women
C. People who are withdrawing
D. People who are feeding
Correct Answer: C, B, B
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7. Consider buying real estate in Europe. Think of it as an investment or as a retirement home. Real estate in Eastern Europe is most promising because many of these countries are joining the EU, and prices are bound to rise. For example, prices rose in Poland and the Czech Republic after they joined the EU. Romania and Bulgaria have potential. A buyer should be especially interested in Bulgaria because you can buy on the sea coast, and you know what they always say about real estate: location, location, location. Croatia is also interesting, because of the many islands, and also, living costs are low.
(1) Why is he recommending buying property in Eastern Europe?

A. Prices are bound to rise.

B. Prices are cheap.

C. Because it’s a good place to retire to.

D. Because of the beer.

(2) What countries does he most recommend?
A. Poland and the Czech Republic.

B. Anywhere in the EU.

C. Romania, Bulgaria, and Croatia.

D. Romania, Poland, and Croatia.

(3) What does the speaker think are the three key factors in buying property?

A. Living costs, islands, location.

B. Location, location, location.

C. Living costs, sea coast, retirement home

D. Price, living costs, location

Correct Answer: A, C, B
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8. All staff have to meet downtown at Starbuck’s at noon because we’re taking out the staff from our Japanese office. They’re visiting our office to share ideas and to meet with the director. Also, we will learn about their branch culture. The Japanese branch has some things they might be able to teach us, because they are our only branch that has cut costs while still expanding sales. So, we hope to establish a good rapport with them, and gain some insight before some of our own staff are posted to Japan next year. After coffee, we will head to TGI Friday’s for lunch. Remember, it’s still a working day, so no drinking!

(1) Where are they meeting first?
A. At a café.

B. At TGI Friday’s

C. At the Japanese branch

D. At the director’s office.

(2) What can they learn from the Japanese staff?

A. Cost-cutting and sales expansion

B. A good rapport

C. Drinking culture

D. Ideas from their director

(3) What is being posted to Japan?

A. New ideas

B. A package

C. Employees

D. The Director

Correct Answer: A, A, C
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9. Ladies and gentlemen, may I have your attention please. There is a lost little boy named Tim at the security office who is looking for his father and mother. He is holding a flight pass for flight J87 on Korean Airlines. Would the parents please report right away to any airport information desk, which are at the center of floors one and three. Or, come to the security office. It is located on the second floor of the east wing, right behind the Japan Airlines counter. Again, there is a lost little boy at the security office. Would the parents please report right away to collect him.
(1) Where are the airport information desks?

A. On the right side of floors one and three.

B. On the east side of floors two and three.

C. In the center of floors one and three.

D. In the center of floors one and two.

(2) Where is the security office?

A. On the third floor, behind the Japan Airlines counter.

B. On the second floor, to the right of the Japan Airlines counter.

C. In the center of the first floor, next to the Korean Airlines counter.

D. On the second floor, directly behind the Japan Airlines counter.

(3) What’s the little boy’s name?

A. Jim

B. Tim

C. Kim

D. Slim

Correct Answer: C, C, B
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10. The radish has an ancient history and, in distant times, was grown as a staple. As it was cultivated, many varieties were established from the Mediterranean to the Orient giving us the red radish, the large white radish (also known as the daikon or mooli) and the black radish. The common red varieties are eaten and enjoyed as a salad vegetable. When choosing radishes, look for bright green leaves, which indicate freshness and promise a crisp texture and peppery flavor. Radishes are excellent when eaten raw or marinated in vinaigrette.
2. What varieties of radish are available today?

(a) Black, White, and Red

(b) Green, White, and Red

(c) Oriental and Mediterranean

(d) Black and Common

Correct Answer: a

3. How does the article suggest eating radishes?

(a) Crispy and Flavorsome

(b) Marinated or Raw

(c) With pepper

(d) With a vinaigrette

Correct Answer: b

4. What do bright green leaves indicate?

(a) It can make a good vinaigrette

(b) Freshness, good texture and flavor

(c) Peppery flavor and lack of freshness

(d) Freshness, crispy flavor, and peppery texture

Correct Answer: b
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11. And now for your CNU weather update. This week will see a gradual warming over Korea and Japan, due to an area of high pressure coming from the southeast. Yellow dust clouds from China are also predicted to rise, with health warnings on Thursday and Friday. Temperatures will generally be in the mid 20s, with a high of 27 in Seoul on Wednesday. The weekend is expected to be similar, despite a cold front moving in from Siberia, which will cause some precipitation next week. Weekend high/lows: Tokyo 26/15, Osaka 24/18, Pusan 26/19, Seoul 26/15.
(1) Why is there a warming trend this week?

A. Because of an area of high pressure coming from the southeast

B. Because of an area of high pressure coming from Siberia.

C. Because of an area of low pressure from China.

D. Because of the dust clouds from China. 

(2) What’s the predicted high temperature in Seoul on Wednesday?

A. 25

B. 26

C. 27

D. 28

(3) What days are yellow dust cloud health warnings issued for?

A. The weekend.

B. Tuesday and Wednesday

C. Thursday and Friday

D. Monday and Friday.

Correct Answer: A, C, C
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12. Consider the new Rover SUV. It’s loaded with options, and it’s powerful and elegant. It’s metallic silver. It has lots of chrome trim on the outside, with fog lights and a roof rack. Inside, it comes standard with heated leather seats, climate control, a DVD player, a sat-nav system, and a six-speaker Bose stereo system. You have the choice of an MD, DVD, MP3, or a multi-CD system. It is a little expensive, $90,000, but that’s standard for a Rover. The only downside is the fuel economy, and it’s also a target for thieves. 
(1) What one of these options come standard inside?

A. Multi-CD system

B. Fog lights

C. Heated seats

D. Chrome

(2) How much is the SUV?

A. $60,000
B. $70,000
C. $80,000
D. $90,000
(3) What negative aspects are there about the car?

A. It’s expensive and inelegant

B. It gets poor gas consumption and too many options

C. It gets poor gas consumption and a target for criminals

D. It’s expensive and painted metallic silver.
Correct Answer: C, D, C
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